
 

CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA REQUEST 

AGENDA OF: 10-21-14 AGENDA 
REQUEST NO: IX-A 

INITIATED BY: DOUG BRINKLEY 
CHIEF OF POLICE 

RESPONSIBLE 
DEPARTMENT: POLICE 

PRESENTED BY: DOUG BRINKLEY 
CHIEF OF POLICE DIRECTOR: DOUG BRINKLEY  

CHIEF OF POLICE 

  ADDITIONAL  
DIRECTOR (S):  N/A 

SUBJECT / 
PROCEEDING: 

RESOLUTION 14-21 AND INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT  BETWEEN THE CITY OF SUGAR LAND AND 
THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES  TO CONDUCT REGISTRATION HOLDS ON 
OUTSTANDING RED LIGHT CAMERA VIOLATIONS AND MUNICIPAL COURT TRAFFIC WARRANTS 

EXHIBITS:  RESOLUTION 14-21 

CLEARANCES APPROVAL 

LEGAL: 
EUGENIA CANO 

FIRST ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY  
ASSISTANT CITY 

MANAGER: STEVE GRIFFITH  

PURCHASING:  N/A ASSISTANT CITY 
MANAGER: N/A 

BUDGET:  N/A CITY 
MANAGER: ALLEN BOGARD /FOR AB 

BUDGET 

EXPENDITURE REQUIRED:  $ N/A 

CURRENT BUDGET:  $ N/A 

ADDITIONAL FUNDING:  $ N/A 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Approval of Resolution 14-21 and Interlocal Agreement between the City of Sugar Land and the Texas 
Department of Motor Vehicles to withhold vehicle registrations on outstanding red light camera violations and 
municipal court traffic warrants. 

 
 
 
 



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Section 707.017 of the Texas Transportation Code states that if the owner of a motor vehicle is delinquent in 
the payment of a civil penalty imposed under Chapter 707, the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles may refuse 
to register a motor vehicle.   
 
The red light camera program was established in November of 2007.  Since that time, the City has accumulated 
approximately three million dollars in outstanding fines.  The police department met with both the 
Finance/Audit Committee and the Intergovernmental Relations Committee and concur that many citizens do 
not own their vehicles longer than three years.  It is recommended that the City initiate the registration hold 
process by going back three years to collect on unpaid fines. The Finance Committee and Intergovernmental 
Relations Committee approved the recommendation of conducting a ninety day amnesty program.  The 
amnesty program will allow a period to resolve any outstanding violation prior to a registration hold being 
placed on a vehicle. 
 

Year Outstanding Violations Outstanding Balance 
2012 3,172 $317,200 
2013 9,278 $927,800 
2014 8,043 $804,300 

Total:                      20,493                   $2,049,300 
                                                                                                                         
Section 702.003 of the Texas Transportation Code states that the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles may 
refuse to register a motor vehicle if it receives, under a contract, information from a city that the owner of a 
motor vehicle has an outstanding warrant from the city for failure to appear or for failure to pay a fine involving 
a traffic violation.   
 
The City of Sugar Land’s Municipal Court has approximately 11,464 outstanding warrants.  In order for a 
registration hold to be placed on a traffic warrant, it is required by the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles, 
that the scofflaw (a vehicle owner who has an outstanding warrant from a municipality for failure to appear or 
failure to pay a fine on a complaint that involves the violation of a traffic law) warning be included on traffic 
citations.   Traffic citations currently being used do not reflect the scofflaw verbiage; therefore, warrants on file 
are excluded from a registration hold.    The police department is in the process of updating traffic citations to 
include the scofflaw warning.   Upon the release of the new citations, should a warrant be issued due to an 
unpaid traffic violation or failure to appear, the violation can result in a registration hold being placed on the 
registered owner’s vehicle.   
 
Staff recommends approval of Resolution 14-21 approving the interlocal agreement between the City of Sugar 
Land and the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles to withhold vehicle registration on individuals with 
outstanding red light camera violations and/or municipal court traffic warrants.  
 
    

EXHIBITS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


